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Dr. Bitange Ndemo 

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Information & Communications 

Digital Technical Committee members 

Representatives of bidding consortia 

Invited guests 

Ladies and gentlemen  

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to CCK for this pre-bidders 

conference on the broadcasting signal distribution tender.  I wish to particularly 

welcome representatives of bidding firms who have travelled from outside the 

country to participate in this Forum on short notice.  

 

I also wish, at this early opportunity, to apologize for any inconveniences that 

may have been caused by the last minute postponement of this Forum last 

week.  The change was occasioned by other pressing official engagements that 

could not be deferred.  I therefore wish to thank you for your understanding.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, the Kenya Information and Communications Act, CAP 

411A, expanded the mandate of the CCK to include the licensing and regulation 

of broadcasting services.  In addition, the Act and the ICT sector policy 

guidelines provide a clear market structure for broadcasting services.  To bring 

into operation the said piece of legislation, the Commission has already 

commenced the development of a regulatory framework for the broadcasting 

services.  

 

Once this framework is completed and the pending court cases resolved, the 

Commission shall share the framework with the broadcasting industry players 

and stakeholders in keeping with our regulatory tradition of public consultation.  

 

The primary focus of licensing broadcast signal distributors is to ensure 

nationwide rollout of digital broadcasting infrastructure so as to fast track the 

migration to digital broadcasting and to ensure analogue switch-off is done on 

schedule.  



 

In addition, the tender is geared towards introducing competition in the 

broadcast signal distribution, in order to create choice.  Competition in this 

business segment is expected to result in the provision of quality services at a 

competitive price.  

 

The two infrastructure licences that will ultimately be awarded at end of the 

tendering process will have certain flexibilities to allow licensees to built 

networks that accommodate a wide range of broadcasting services over and 

above those anticipated during the migration to digital TV broadcasting.  

However, the primary focus now is on digital TV infrastructure to facilitate 

digital migration within the set timeframe. 

 

I wish to assure bidding firms that the Commission shall facilitate access to 

spectrum where available and necessary for infrastructure rollout.  The 

Broadcast Signal Distribution licensees shall accommodate duly licensed 

broadcast content service providers on their digital platform and thus issues of 

Quality of Service shall be remain under our regulatory focus.  

 

I also wish to assure bidding firms that submitted tenders shall be evaluated in 

accordance with the criteria stipulated in the tender document.  The entire 

process shall be handled above board and the best bids shall carry the day.  The 

eventual two winners of the Request for Proposals shall be expected to formally 

apply for the licence in line with the relevant CCK’s licensing procedures.  The 

initial licence fee shall be as stipulated in the tender document.  The licence 

period for the Broadcast Signal Distribution licence is 15 years with an option 

of renewal for a further 10 years. 

 

Allow me at this juncture to stipulate that CCK is bound by the Public 

Procurement Act and shall therefore abide by the laid down guidelines in 

respect to the procedures, processes and timelines.  In this regard, the licensing 

process is expected to be concluded by end of August 2011. 

 

The Commission is actively involved in the ongoing process of migration to 

digital TV broadcasting in the country.  In this regard, the Commission has 

invested substantial resources in the process.  Apart from hosting the Digital 

Technical Committee Secretariat, the Commission will be spending additional 

resources in a consumer education/awareness campaign scheduled to kick off 

before June 2011.   



The said campaign will, among other things, educate consumers on the need to 

purchase the right type of set-top box in order to receive the digital signal on 

their analogue TV sets.  I wish to challenge the private sector to avail DVB T2 

set top boxes in large quantities before commencement of the said campaign.    

 

With those few remarks, it is now my pleasure to welcome our chief guest to 

deliver his address and to officially open the conference.  Thank you for your 

attention.  


