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I am delighted to join you once again at this event, and share light 
moments with you.  Having had the opportunity to interact with many 
of you, I understand the busy schedule you have had and the intensity 
of the meetings.  It is now a good opportunity to unwind and in a more 
relaxed atmosphere, where you can also have a taste of the Kenyan 
culture.   
 
We cannot overemphasize the various touristic attractions that Kenya 
has to offer.  Carnivore, where we are today, is renowned for its 
mouth-watering cuisine and leaves one with an experience that would 
make you return.  Such is an epitome of the many dimensions of our 
hospitality as you traverse through the Park, right behind us, in the 
Mara, the sandy beaches at the coast and many other places.  It is my 
sincere hope that you will create the time out of your busy schedules 
to visit these places.   
 
The efforts that the ICANN and indeed the whole internet community 
has put in place to grow the internet gives us all reason to celebrate.  
The internet has now become the mainstay for our economies and an 
indispensable tool for humanity.    
 
It is gratifying to note the collective endeavours and the flourishing 
partnerships within the cyber community.  I appreciate the increasing 
prominence of governments in the discussions and would wish to 



encourage more participation so that we can create even stronger 
networks that will enhance the mutli-stakeholder inclusive model.   
Matters issues of security of the internet, its stability and abuse of 
internet resources in general are very dear to my heart.  I note with 
appreciation that this remains a top agenda even in this 37th Meeting. 
We should galvanize all machinery to mitigate the misuse of internet 
and its likely compromise of the trust that users of the internet have.  
In the same vein, we should also strive to strengthen the internet by 
reducing the divide, and have many more communities connected.   
It is equally exciting to hear the unfolding possibilities brought through 
expressions in different languages, under the programme of 
internationalizing domain names (IDNs).  True expression of our 
culture and identity is through our language.    This is a major step in 
making the internet truly global and equally remaining relevant at the 
local and individual level.    
 
Kenya is equally vigilant to stay on track with the developments. Our 
local registry, Kenya Network Information Centre (KeNIC) is a leading 
model in the region. We realize the need to strengthen ccTLDs 
considering the pivotal role they play in spurring the growth of internet 
domains.  At the moment, KENIC is undertaking a research with Kenya 
ICT Action Network (KICTANET) to determine ways in which we can 
bolster the ccTLDs in the East Africa region.  We realize the many 
challenges faced by these institutions and we hope that the results will 
help in the creation of successful frameworks.   
 
At the same time, the IPv6 taskforce established by government is in 
high gear and a test bed is already in the country under the 
management of KeNIC.   
 
Domains in Kenya are also growing and to encourage the uptake, the 
costs have been reduced drastically.  As you may be aware, Kenya has 
been acclaimed internationally for the innovation in mobile money 
transfer service.  Our local registry has equally taken advantage of this 
innovation to ensure access of domain name registration service to the 
public.   
 
Internet services are helping build the capacity of our local people.  We 
are proud of the fact the new registry system being used at KeNIC was 
customized using our local expertise.   
 
Let us all continue to learn from each other in order to make the 
internet benefits spread even further. I believe that enhanced 
collaboration between the various entities, ccTLDs, government 



agencies, commercial and non-commercial groups, consumers and the 
ICANN constituencies in general, we are positive that the internet will 
continue to serve humanity more effectively.   
 
With those few remarks, let me wish you a pleasant evening.  Enjoy 
yourselves and make the best out of the activities laid out for you 
ahead.   
 
 
 
Asante. 


