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Remarks by Mr. Francis W. Wangusi, MBS, Director General, Communications Authority 
of Kenya (CA) during the Breakfast meeting with broadcasters on the KUZA Awards, at 
the Radisson Blu Hotel, Nairobi, on 4th December 2017 
 
Ms. Caroline Nderitu, Ag. CEO, Kenya Film Commission 
Mr. David Omwoyo, CEO of the Media Council of Kenya 
Mr. Edward Sigei, Executive Director, Kenya Copyright Board 
Ms. Lynette Mwangi, CEO - Media Owners Association 
Mr. Joel Karanja, Chairman – Digital Broadcasters Association 
Timothy Wambua, Director & Secretary to the Council Kenya Institute of Special 
Education (KISE)  
Broadcasting houses represented here  
Invited guests 
The Fourth Estate 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
I am delighted to join you this morning as we embark on the journey towards the second annual 

Kuza Awards. This event offers all of us a platform to look back and appreciate the milestones 

realized this far in our collective quest to promote excellence in the broadcasting industry. 

 

As we are all aware, the Authority is vested with the responsibility to promote and facilitate the 

development of a diverse range of broadcasting services in Kenya. Part of this statutory 

responsibility entails developing broadcasting standards, regulating and monitoring compliance.  

 

The Authority is therefore pleased to recognize and celebrate the achievements of this industry, 

most notable being the evident increase in compliance with the recently adopted Programming 

Code. 

 

It is on this note, that I take this opportunity, to sincerely thank all players of this industry for 

your utmost cooperation displayed in seeing to it, that this country peacefully transitions through 

the just concluded tough elections period.  Your constant indulgence did indeed demonstrate that 

‘when we put heads together and keep working together no problem is insurmountable’. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, you will agree with me that in this advent of digital migration and rapid 

technological advancement, the local broadcasting landscape is witnessing massive disruptions.  
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However, on the flip side, changes attributed to advancement and convergence in technology 

does present various opportunities. 

 

It cannot be gainsaid that the global broadcasting sphere is faced with fierce competition from 

the ubiquitous online platforms.  Nevertheless, we must acknowledge that we can no longer wish 

this away. It is for this reason that we must realize that we are in the throes of a battle and it is no 

longer business as usual. Going forward, creativity, innovation and diversification strategies are 

inevitable if we are to stay at the top of our game.  

 

On our part as the Authority, I assure you that we are working-round the clock to deliver a 

conducive and enabling environment that will support this industry to thrive.  However, I do urge 

industry players to reciprocate by focusing on the greater opportunities that lie at the centre of 

the emerging challenges. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is in the same vein, that The Kuza Award scheme was unveiled.  This 

award aims at motivating broadcasters to devote their energies and resources to offer quality 

services to the consumer, considering the strong influence broadcasting exerts to society on 

language, culture, morals, values, and our worldview.  

 

As you will recall, the maiden edition of this Award was unveiled sometime last year.  The 

award then encompassed nine (9) categories but only targeting television broadcasters. 

Following your feedback, the Authority has this year expanded the award categories to 16 across 

three (3) broad categories, namely Regulatory Compliance Category, Collaborative Category, 

and the Peoples’ Choice Category.  

 

The Regulatory Compliance Category and  Collaborative category will be based on a 

broadcasters’ compliance with the Programming Code and Licence Conditions, while the 

Peoples’ Choice Category will be based on consumer feedback on the social economic impact of 

broadcasting services on the community.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is worthwhile noting that this revamped approach envisages a ‘holistic’ 

outlook that captures a broader spectrum of pertinent issues, spanning across matters compliance 

to the regulatory requirements, to feedback from your audience on the impact of broadcasting, all 
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the way to views from stakeholders on broadcasting contribution to the realization of the 

aspirations of our vision 2030. 

 

This cycle of award shall be adjudicated by an independent jury, in addition to benefiting from 

data collated from the various Authority’s broadcasting reports and feedback obtained from 

consumer through an online voting system.  

 

Today’s launch of Kuza 2017/18 awards therefore marks the beginning of this fiscal year’s 

awards process, which will culminate in the Awards Gala on 23rd May 2018. The details of the 

modalities of the wards shall be presented shortly.  

 

It is my sincere hope that the Kuza Awards initiative will go a long way to motivate the industry 

to put their best foot forward, towards enhancing compliance with the regulatory requirements, 

and in providing quality content that positively impacts the community.  

 

My parting shot ladies and gentlemen, are the words of Donald Trump, president of the United 

States of America that; ‘No challenge is too great and nothing that we want to achieve can be 

beyond our reach’. Let us keep consulting and work together to sustain a globally acclaimed and 

vibrant broadcasting sub-sector that will out-live all of us. 

 

I wish you all best, God bless you and God bless Kenya. Thank you.  

 

	


