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ü Your Excellency Mr. JOE MUCHERU, Cabinet Secretary for Information, 
Communication and Technology of the Republic of Kenya, and our 
Guest of Honour;   

 
ü Mr. FRANCIS WANGUSI, Chairman of the Administrative Council of 

PAPU and Director General of the Communications Authority of Kenya; 
 

ü Ambassador BISHAR HUSSEIN, Director General of the International 
Bureau of the Universal Postal Union; 

 
ü Mr. KOLAWOLE ADULOJU RAHEEM, Assistant Secretary General of 

PAPU; 
	

ü Mr. NGENE GITUKU, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Communications Authority of Kenya;  

 
ü Mr.  DAN KAGWE, Postmaster General of the Postal Corporation of 

Kenya; 
 

ü Mr. CHRISTIAN MINOUNGOU, representative of the Commissioner for 
Infrastructure and Energy of the African Union Commission; 

 
ü Directors General of regulatory authorities and Postmasters General of 

postal organizations of PAPU Member States;  
 

ü Members of the Administrative Council of PAPU;   
 

ü Leaders of sub-regional postal organizations; 
 

ü Partners of the Pan African Postal Union; 
 

ü Dear invitees; 
 

ü Members of the press; 
 

ü Distinguished delegates; 
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ü Ladies and Gentlemen, in your respective capacities; 

 
ü All protocol duly observed; 

 
Good morning! 
 ! َصَباح اَْلَخْیر
Bom dia! 
Habari Asubuhi!  
Bonjour! 
 
It is with absolute pleasure that we are all gathered here today in this historic 

city of Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, the land of JOMO KENYATTA, the father 

of independence; and the homeland of WANGARI MAATHAI, biologist, 

professor of veterinary anatomy and first African winner of the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 2004.     Kenya, a land of magnificence with endless plains, luxuriant 

forests, snow-capped mountains and palm-fringed coasts.  Kenya, Kenya... 

volumes could be written on this fascinating country...  A collection of stories, 

legends, an invaluable cultural heritage for humanity.   

 

It is therefore my singular honour and pleasure to speak before this august 

assembly during the official opening ceremony of the 36th Ordinary Session of 

our Union's Administrative Council.   

 

I wish to seize this opportunity, on behalf of the African Postal fraternity, to 

convey our heartfelt gratitude to His Excellency Uhuru Kenyatta, President of 

the Republic of Kenya, for his kind offer to host this event. This act of kindness 

and generosity undoubtedly reaffirms his commitment to African solidarity as 

already shown by his unwavering engagement and Kenya's relentless 

contributions to the socio-economic integration of our great continent.  
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To the Government and the people of Kenya, I wish to express our sincere 

thanks for the warm welcome and hospitality extended to us since our arrival 

here in the beautiful city of Nairobi.   

 

The Guest of Honour, 
I also wish to thank you most sincerely for taking time off your very busy 

schedule to personally this grace this occasion with your distinguished 

presence.  

 

On behalf of Member States of PAPU, I would like to equally thank the 

dynamic Organizing Committee that has worked tirelessly for several weeks 

now under your able leadership, making sure everything is in place to ensure 

the successful hosting of our deliberations.  

 
Your Excellency, 
Kindly convey our heartfelt thanks from the African Postal Fraternity to all 

members of the Organizing Committee.  

 
Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Permit me to equally pay a well-deserved tribute to the Chairman of our PAPU 

Administrative Council, Mr. FRANCIS WANGUSI, for his outstanding 

stewardship during his first term over the past year. Throughout his tenure, he 

afforded us with close support and invaluable guidance that largely contributed 

to the smooth functioning of the General Secretariat.   Mr. Chairman, THANK 

YOU for your exceptional leadership.  
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Our deepest appreciation also goes out to the Director General of the 

International Bureau of the UPU, Ambassador Bishar Hussein, whose roots 

are deeply buried in Africa, but especially here in Kenya, and has happily 

made the long trip from Berne in Switzerland to personally attend this 

momentous event.   Permit me to solemnly say to you today, here in your 

homeland, Kenya:  "Monsieur BISHAR HUSSEIN, you have earned our full 

admiration and respect by your outstanding leadership."   At this juncture, I 

would kindly request all of us to rise up and give a "standing ovation" to our 

own brother, Bishar.   
 

I would also like to pay warm homage and convey our sincere thanks to Mr. 

Christian MINOUNGOU, representative of the African Union Commissioner for 

Infrastructure and Energy, whose presence amongst us is today is a clear 

testimony to our parent organization's unqualified commitment and support for 

the postal sector.      

Finally, we are profoundly moved and encouraged by the massive 

participation, not just of observer Member States and our Sub-regional 

Organizations (namely WAPCO, COPTAC, CRASA, EACO, SAPOA), but 

also of our partners:  FRDPA, La Poste France, La Poste Suisse, Japan Post, 

Escher Group, GSMA, RascomStar-Qaf, Métis-Réseaux France, Ethiopian 

Airlines, Kenya Airways, just to name a few.   While we are at it, I would like to 

say a special thank you to Kenya Airways and Ethiopian Airlines for having 

provided safe transportation at preferential rates to a large number of our 

delegates here present.   
 

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The 36th Ordinary Session of the Administrative Council of the Pan African 

Postal Union (PAPU) inaugurates the new quadrennial cycle (2017-2020), as it 
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comes on the heels of our last Plenipotentiary Conference held in Yaounde 

last year.  

During these deliberations, our main focus will be to analyze and understand 

the stakes and challenges of e-commerce for Africa's postal sector.  This is 

actually the main thrust of the theme retained for this year's Pan African Post 

Day:  "The post: An essential infrastructure for the development of e-
commerce in Africa". 

This core concept sends a powerful signal that the postal fraternity is 

committed and determined to continue building and harnessing its extensive 

global network to serve governments, customers, companies and other 

stakeholders with the ultimate goal of fostering growth and creating wealth for 

all citizens across the world 

By the same token, this theme is in synchrony with the postal sector’s new 

vision code-named “Vision 2020”, which is built on three pillars: Innovation, 

Integration and Inclusion (the now famous “3is”). ’Innovation, integration 
and inclusion are seamlessly aligned with the African Union's Vision 
2063 and the United Nations’ Sustainable Development goals, especially 

when it comes to integration, socio-economic inclusion and trade facilitation.   

It is therefore critical that Africa's post should give pride of place to e-

commerce in its activities, thereby leveraging on the enormous potential that 

lies in its massive infrastructure.   

Thanks to the extensive outreach of its network of post offices that serve both 

rural and urban communities, the post has "what it takes" to position itself 

firmly in this promising segment of the new economy known as e-commerce.  
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This is all the more true given that the post enjoys a solid and long-standing 

relationship of trust with its customers; trust which has been carefully 

established and nurtured for ages. The post can equally take pride in its 

unique and massively interconnected global network equipped to deliver 

services at the doorstep of its customers, as well as in its versatile internally 

developed and tested financial service capabilities, which have now been 

upgraded, automated and branded as International Financial System(IFS) and 

International Postal System (IPS). 

Africa's post should therefore brace itself to step up its momentum for 

immediate take-off of e-commerce in Africa, while performing its natural and 

rightful role as a hub for an integrated three-dimensional network (physical, 

electronic and financial) operating under a single roof.   

In this regard, I am delighted to inform you that under the umbrella of the UPU 

and within the framework of the quadrennial Regional Development Plan 

(RDP) for Africa for the 2017-2020 period, we are currently developing a key 

project to implement virtual platforms for e-commerce as well as smart 

storage and distribution systems in each of the five regions across Africa. This 

project is code-named Ecom@Africa. This project holds huge benefits for 

Africa and since its inception, PAPU has worked hard to ensure that Africa is 

not left by the wayside.  I will allow the champion of the project, who is here 

with us, to shed more light in this regard.  The Director General of the UPU will 

speak with more authority of the project.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The 36th Ordinary Session of the PAPU Administrative Council equally 

features a session with our partners on these very premises on Wednesday, 

10th May 2017. Over time, we have come to realize that our Member States 

have always looked forward to meeting with our partners always turn out in 

their numbers whenever they are invited to our events.   This year, we are 

giving them the opportunity to formally interact with these partners.  It is our 

fervent wish that at the close of this meeting, our deliberations would be fruitful 

and promising partnerships established for the overall good of Africa's postal 

fraternity.   

In the same vein, the agenda of the our Administrative Council meaning also 

includes the African Postal Regulators' Forum scheduled to take place 

tomorrow, 9th May 2017. This activity was included in the action plan of the 

Pan African Postal Union (PAPU) during the 9th Plenipotentiary Conference at 

the request of Member States who strongly expressed the need to 

institutionalize an annual meeting of postal regulators.  

An entire day has therefore been set aside for government officials in charge 

of postal regulation, those in charge of developing sector policies and, where 

possible, those in charge of African integration, to explore the stakes and 

challenges of postal regulation in Africa.   

 

In addition to the usual sharing of experiences, the overriding aim of the Postal 

Regulators Forum will be to sensitize regulators and government 

representatives on the need for reforms, set out guidelines for the 
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harmonization of postal policies and regulations in Africa as well as ensure a 

more efficient coordination of stakeholders (governments, regulators, 

operators, customers, etc.).  

 

Our hope is that, at the end of the meeting, the inputs from our respective 

Member States will provide us with clear guidelines to come up with a 

Harmonized African Postal Regulation over the short term.  

 

I would therefore call on each and every one of you here present to take part 

actively in this Forum and to make relevant and practical recommendations to 

our Member States. 

 

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
At this point, I would like us to specially acknowledge and congratulate two 

African countries that have made us proud.   

- Firstly, we are happy to celebrate the UPU's choice of entrusting the 

Republic of Côte d'Ivoire with the hosting of its Ordinary Congress in 2020.   

- Secondly, the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia will host the UPU's 

Extraordinary Congress in 2018.  These choices bear ample testimony to 

the fact that Africa is a key player on the world postal arena.   

Still speaking of celebrations, I would like us to welcome a sister country that 

has decided to return home to the great AFRICAN POSTAL COMMUNITY.  It 

is my pleasure to announce that the Kingdom of Morocco has decided to join 

our family and is present amongst us today as an observer, pending the 

finalization of the legal procedure for her formal admission. Contacts are 

ongoing with other countries to bring them on board. It is our profound 

conviction that our membership would have grown by our next Administrative 
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Council meeting.  Permit me to leave it here for now. To the Head of the 

Delegation of the Kingdom of Morocco, I wish to say KARIBU SANA!  

 

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
I wish I could say more, but I am fully aware that we have a packed agenda, 

including discussions on very topical issues and presentations by experts from 

Member States and partner organizations, as well as a series of 

recommendations submitted by the Administrative and Technical Committees. 

These will definitely keep us busy for the better part of today and Wednesday.    

 

To conclude, I wish to, once more, express my profound gratitude to our hosts 

for their invaluable contribution to the successful organization of our meetings. 

To each and every one, I would like to say, THANK YOU for your presence 

and active participation.   

 
God bless you! 
 
God bless the postal sector! 
 
God bless the Republic of Kenya! 
 
God bless Africa! 
 
Merci beaucoup! 
 

 !(Shoukran katheeran) ُشْكًرا   َكِثیًرا

 
Thank you! 
 
Obrigado! 
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Asante sana! 
 
 


