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Our Chief Guest, Your Excellency, Deputy President, William Ruto,  

Cabinet Secretary for Information, Communications and 

Technology, Dr. Fred Matiang’i 

Chairman and Directors of the CCK Board 

Ambassador Robert F. Godec, US Ambassador to Kenya  

CEOs of various ICT organisations represented here today 

Members of the National Broadband Strategy (NBS) Steering 

Committee, 

Invited Guests 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me profound pleasure this morning to welcome you all to the 

launch of the National Broadband Strategy.  The inauguration of the 

broadband strategy forms a significant milestone in the ICT 

development in this country as it opens avenues for the much awaited 

high speed and high capacity access to internet.    

 

Your Excellency, as we march towards the knowledge economy era, the 

cyber platform is taking the centre stage of the sectoral activities.  ICT is 

no doubt one of the critical pillars of development in this country.  This 

only emphasizes the need for us as a country to have in place, the basic 

infrastructure that will enhance the communications networks in Kenya 

so that we can reap the resultant economic and social benefits.  ICT and 

in particular, Broadband networks, are now as important as transport, 

power or water networks.  This is therefore a very cheerful moment for 

us as we launch the framework for the deployment of broadband in 

Kenya.    

 



Your Excellency, today’s event is a culmination of a process that began 

in March 2012 when the Commission signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding with the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) under their Global Broadband and Innovations 

(GBI) initiative.  The cooperation was aimed at supporting the Country 

with technical expertise in the development of a National Broadband 

Strategy.  It is on that basis that the Ministry of Information, 

Communications and Technology formed a National Steering 

Committee to coordinate the development of the Strategy.  We are 

happy that indeed this has borne fruit given the tremendous support from 

the industry and other stakeholders to this process.  The strategy being 

launched is a product of diverse inputs that considered a whole spectrum 

of sectoral needs and connectivity, which we as a country required to, 

among other opportunities, enhance ICT so that it can effectively play its 

facilitatory role in our economy.   

 

We believe that this strategy will catapult Kenya’s Vision 2030, the 

realization of which is much awaited by all sectors of our economy.  The 

burgeoning number of internet subscribers, increase in activities in the 

cyber environment and rate of growth we are witnessing is only an 

indicator of the rich consumer appetite for broadband.  More and more 

Kenyans now have the ability to access data, voice and video.  You will 

agree with me that this is a scenario that begs for increased broadband 

connectivity, not only in urban areas but to all Kenyans, irrespective of 

their location.  It is indeed the underpinning principle in the 

development of the National Broadband Strategy.   

 

The entry of the four international submarine cables on the Kenyan 

Coast SEACOM, TEAMS, EASSy and LION and the construction of 

the 4,233km National Optical Fibre Backbone Infrastructure have been 

instrumental in expanding the capacity for internet access to Kenya.  

Over 80% of the country is now covered.  The number of internet users 

in Kenya is now over 16.2 million, with international bandwidth in use 

being 906,186 MbPs.  This is a rise of over 108% in the last one year.  

However, we have just over 1,002,701 broadband subscribers whereas 



on the other hand, mobile subscribers in Kenya today are well over 30 

million.  A large percentage of internet users access the services via their 

mobile devices.  You will agree with me that we need to have more 

mobile subscribers and a larger percentage of the Kenyan population 

accessing and using broadband. 

 

The vision of the strategy to expand the broadband transmission network 

infrastructure at all levels and equally ensure to last-mile connectivity 

for end users, will be useful in opening the reach to remote and 

underserved areas.  As the demand and usage for internet bandwidth 

increases, the impact of ICT will be more pronounced.  It is evident from 

research that 10% broadband penetration translates to at least 1% growth 

in GDP.  With the broadband plan that envisages open access, 

technology neutrality, sustainable and equitable market-based 

investment opportunities, Kenya is poised to benefit immensely from 

this development.    

 

As we transit into a knowledge economy, there is no doubt that we also 

need to have prepared ourselves with the necessary access tools.  We 

should put in mind the broadband-capable devices and equipment that 

would be required to connect to these networks.  

 

Your Excellency, we appreciate that the Government has in the past 

made efforts to put in place measures that will allow lower costs of such 

devices, including computers and mobile phone handsets.  This launch 

presents yet another opportunity to review our internal country strategies 

that will help the penetration of broadband.  The cheaper the devices, the 

easier it will be for more consumers to use the facilities that will be 

availed through broadband.   

 

In addition, we are also seeing more sectors embrace the use of internet 

to deliver value to businesses and individual activities.  It is indicative of 

the need for us as a nation to direct our focus on the development of 

relevant local content so that we can make our activities more productive 

and improve our livelihoods. We have recently witnessed the 



development of numerous innovative and transformative ICTs 

applications by Kenyans for Kenyans.  Farmers are now linked to 

markets through the commodities exchange, they can get information 

from experts through the internet data networks, financial transactions 

have been made easy through mobile money transfer services and the list 

continues to grow.  

 

This shows the potential we have as a nation and as the strategy spurs 

this growth it is also our own responsibility to boost the production of 

local content to further enhance the demand for ICTs and make internet 

more relevant to our local environment.  Increasing demand for ICTs is a 

key ingredient in creating an incentive for service providers and the 

private sector to complement the efforts of government in facilitating 

universal access to communications services.  

 

Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

The strategy demonstrates the readiness of the industry and stakeholders 

to play their respective roles.  In this respect, the need to build capacity 

and enlighten the public on the facilities at their disposal cannot be 

underestimated.  I wish to therefore urge that we all join hands in 

ensuring that the consumers are continually educated on the innate 

opportunities brought about by the increased adoption and use of 

broadband ICTs.  It is gratifying to note the recognition of this potential 

within the policy and legislative framework even in the current review 

process.  This will provide a strong reinforcement to the proposed 

implementation framework of this strategy. 

 

We are positive that the strategy will pave way for improving efficiency 

and economic prospects that are in inherent in implementing the 

National Broadband Strategy being unveiled today.   

 

Allow me to express our sincere gratitude to the USAID, Ministry of 

Information, Communications and Technology, industry players and 

stakeholders for the consolidated support in developing this Strategy. 



This is only the beginning.  We look forward to future collaboration so 

that we can implement the Strategy together and indeed make ICTs work 

for the development of our country.   

 

Thank you all for your attention.  

 


