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Your Excellency, Hon.  Mwai Kibaki, President and Commander-

in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Kenya, 

Cabinet Ministers present,  

Honourable Members of Parliament, 

Permanent Secretaries, 

Members of the CCK Board, 

CCK Director General, 

Chief Executive Officers of the ICT Industry in Kenya, 

Our Distinguished Friends and Visitors from Various Parts of the 

Continent 

Distinguished Invited Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Today’s gala dinner is both a celebration and an opportunity for us in the 

Information and Communications Technology industry to look back 

with satisfaction at the enormous impact that we have had to Kenyans 

and others living in this great country. The ICT industry has experienced 
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exponentional growth in the last 10 years and still continues to grow and 

thrive.  

 

Your Excellency, the ICT industry is among the very few industries that 

continue to do well even as the world experiences the biggest downturn 

in decades. Quite interestingly, the communications business in Kenya 

continues to thrive even in places where other basic amenities are scarce. 

Indeed, it is for this pivotal role played by ICTs that your Government 

has identified it as one of the key drivers to the achievement of the 

county’s Vision 2030.  

 

In the last 10 years Kenya has witnessed many players join the ICT 

industry. This has resulted into more choice for services to customers, 

better prices and a lot of innovation from the industry. Indeed, within 

this period Kenya has earned the distinction of coming up with the 

world’s firsts by pioneering into some services that are now being 

emulated in the rest of the world. The mobile money transfer and cross-

border one-network tariff-free roaming services are two very significant 

innovations that have come from Kenya and the African region.  

 

The exponential growth in the industry has been more visible in the 

mobile telephony sub-sector which has grown from 15, 000 lines in 

1999 to the current 17.6 million. To complement this growth, the mobile 
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signal currently covers over 60% of the country and mobile penetration 

currently stands at an impressive 47.5%. Prices for acquiring these 

services have greatly tumbled. You recall before the liberalization of the 

industry it used to cost over Ksh. 250,000 to acquire a mobile phone. 

Today you can get connected with less than Ksh. 1,000.  

 

This growth has not been restricted to the mobile telephony sub-sector 

only; the postal and courier industry has grown in value from Ksh. 4.1 

billion to Ksh. 6 billion between 2001 and 2006 and as per our estimates, 

this industry is expected to be worth Ksh. 17 billion by 2013. The 

Internet and broadcasting sub-sectors have, too, experienced tremedeous 

expansion.  

 

As we celebrate our first decade, our eyes are cast in the future. Recently 

CCK moved into unified licensing framework, which makes it easier for 

investors to benefit from offering a wide range of services with a single 

licence. This has greatly reduced the bureaucratic delays that prospective 

investors used to face before being allowed to offer services. The 

Unified Licensing Framework is also the answer to convergence of 

technologies. We are technology neutral in this new regime. The ULF is 

expected to increase the number of service providers in the various 

categories of the industry for the benefit of Kenyans. It will also open up 
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numerous opportunities to Kenyans, including the youth. Our focus is to 

create value for everybody, which we are calling opening your world.  

 

Your Excellency, through your assent we now have a new law 

governing the industry that provides for a fund dedicated to offering 

services in all parts of the country irrespective of the commercial value 

of these places. We will soon be coming up with guidelines of 

opertionalizing this law to ensure that ICT services are accessed by all in 

the country by the year 2030.  

 

As a beginning point, the Commission has unveiled two projects that are 

targeted at the young and students. First we have a project where we 

have opened telecentre in 16 schools across the country to assist students 

learn how to use ICT facilities and also access internet free of charge. 

These telecentres are also benefiting the neighbouring communities 

within the schools. We have assisted the communities to create local 

content relevant to their needs. 

 

Secondly, recently the Commission rolled out another project that is 

aimed at assisting student with various disabilities access ICT services. 

We launched this project two weeks ago, where we are providing 

computers complete with assistive software to assist students with visual 

or hearing impairment access communication services. The facilities 
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also provide free Internet services to the schools. The initial cost of this 

project is 32 million and covers all the eight secondary and tertiary 

training schools for disabled students in the country.  Our goal is to 

ensure that every Kenyan regardless of their physical or social wellbeing 

can experience ICT benefits at the highest possible level. 

 

In all these projects, Your Excellency, we are partnering with the various 

service providers, who we have licensed, to ensure resounding success 

to these initiatives. I wish to take this opportunity to thank all those who 

have partnered with us in these very important projects.  

 

Asanteni sana 
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