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§ Hon. Barr. Adebayo Shittu Minister for Communications, Republic 
of Nigeria;   

§ Mr. Tarek Kamel  Senior Advisor To The President And Senior 
Vice President, Government And IGOs Engagement, ICANN;  

§ Mr. Thomas Schneider, GAC Chair; 
§ Mr. Francis Wangusi, Director General, Communications Authority 
of Kenya; 

§ Mr. Moctar Yedaly, Africa Union Commission, GAC Rep; 
§ Mr. Pierre Dandjinou, Vice President Africa - ICANN; 
§ Members of the GAC; 
§ Distinguished Guests; 
§ Ladies and Gentlemen; 
 
Good Morning! 
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On behalf of the Government and people of Kenya, I extend a warm 
welcome to all of you, particularly those of you visiting our country for the 
first time. 
 
Let me also express our appreciation to the Internet Corporation for 
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) and specifically the 
Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) Under-served Regions 
Working Group, for choosing Kenya as the debut for the capacity 
building workshop for the Africa GAC members. In particular, we delight 
in the fact that ICANN administration has considered Kenya to host 
ICANN’s Engagement Office that will serve all the countries in Africa.  
This is a demonstration of the faith and confidence you have in us and 
we are indeed honoured to bear this responsibility.   
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Kenya is home to many multinational ICT firms and we invite many more 
collaborations as a demonstration of our hospitality, leadership in ICT in 
the region and collaborative exploitation of ICT development 
opportunities.  It is also critical for this multi-stakeholder spirit to be 
embraced because ICT interconnectedness cuts across all sectors.  
Today, virtually all sectors of the economy including finance, health, 
education, agriculture and even the government, are adopting ICT to 
enhance dissemination of information, service delivery and effective 
reach to customers.  In Kenya for instance, digital financial inclusion 
initiatives have enabled two out of three adult Kenyans to be part of the 
formal financial ecosystem.  This is a result of the robust Internet growth 
that is powered by collaboration and creation of an environment that 
enables such innovation to thrive.   The centrality of the role of all of us, 
therefore, cannot be gainsaid.   
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Internet in Kenya continues to grow, and more people are now able to 
access broadband services.  E-commerce transactions are also rising 
steadily and this is a reflection of the trends on the continent.  We must 
therefore be able to recognize and take advantage of the potential there 
in.  
  
Allow me to give you a glimpse of the status in Kenya.  According to the 
sector report for the first quarter of the financial year 2016/2017, mobile 
phone and data/internet penetration in Kenya stands at 87.3% and 
85.3%, respectively.  On the other hand, broadband penetration 
currently stands at 27%, and is increasing.  This is an indicator of fast 
uptake and growing popularity in the use of the Internet.  The .KE 
domain names have now reached 64,328.   
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These may seem few compared to the bigger economies but looking 
back at 2003 when the ccTLD was re-delegated, and considering the 
trend over time, the popularity in use of .KE has increased 
tremendously.  In the year 2016 alone, over 28,000 .KE domain names 
were registered.   
 
The Government of Kenya places high value on the Internet resources, 
and has subsequently identified ICT infrastructure as a National Critical 
Infrastructure.   We are focused on growing the Internet traffic because 
of the enormous potential it has for the people of Kenya. The industry 
regulator, the Communications Authority of Kenya, through a Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) has continued to support the Kenya Network 
Information Centre (KeNIC), which is the country’s ccTLD registry. 
Some of you may recall that KeNIC is a model that has won worldwide 
recognition, and through it, Kenya has encouraged and supported other 
countries in Africa to set up their own ccTLD registries. 
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As mentioned, the growing e-commerce sub sector has seen an 
increase in online transactions, all thanks to Internet growth. In the 
period between July and September 2016, mobile commerce 
transactions during the period were recorded at 247.9 million with the 
cost of goods and services valued at Ksh. 447.3 billion. We have a 
robust Internet connectivity infrastructure with four (4) undersea fibre 
optic cables landing at the Kenyan port of Mombasa and terrestrial fibre 
connectivity in all our 47 counties - the National Optic Fibre Backbone 
(NOFBI).  
 
Subsequently, Kenya has invested heavily to support the expansion of 
Internet connectivity because we believe in its potential to fuel the 
growth of our social and economic base.  The proliferation of ICT 
innovations, improved government services and job creation are all 
benefits arising from Internet growth.  
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There is no doubt that the ICT sector is the catalyst for competitive and 
dynamic economies.  The onus is therefore on us to pay more attention 
to critical supportive factors, including infrastructure, cyber security and 
legislative and policy frameworks, with emphasis on access and e-
inclusion.  
 
To enhance the security of Kenya’s cyber space, the Government has 
established the National Kenya Computer Incident Response Team - 
Coordination Centre (National KE-CIRT/CC) for national coordination 
and response to cyber threats. Given the nature of cyber crime, the 
Authority’s National KE-CIRT/CC is working with various stakeholders at 
the national level including law enforcement, the private sector, 
academia, the financial sector, and civil society, among others. 
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With regard to exchange of information, I wish to encourage Africa (and I 
laud the African Union for supporting this initiative) to strive to maintain 
African Traffic in Africa. Let us support and grow our National and 
regional Internet Exchange Points (IXPs). I strongly believe that will go a 
long way in supporting the goals of most African Governments of 
achieving the availability, accessibility and affordability of the Internet to 
the general population. 
 
The borderless nature of the Internet has continued to unite the world 
through the global cyberspace. The GAC is an excellent platform to 
leverage, in order to build our capacity to effectively participate and 
contribute to policy making at ICANN, the pivot of Internet. In line with 
this workshop’s theme, “Harnessing the Potential of the Africa GAC 
Members for better Participation in ICANN”, we believe that collaboration 
with ICANN will encourage and attract investors in ICT in the region.  
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I also take this opportunity to call upon ICANN to increase its presence 
in Africa as this underpins our knowledge enrichment, catalyzes the 
growth of skills and innovation in ICTs, an area that has a lot of promise 
for our continent. ICANN is welcome and should consider hosting more 
international meetings in Kenya. 
 
I reaffirm the important role of governments, not only as part of the 
ICANN community but the global Internet Community, and shall 
therefore continue to advocate for the growth and development of 
Internet and ICT at large. I want also to appeal to ICANN through the 
GAC to ensure that Africa and indeed the under-severed regions get 
support from the emerging new gTLD programme, among others, in 
order to develop our Domain Name System (DNS) industry. 
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As I conclude, I urge each one of us to preserve and grow this vibrant 
platform of innovation, economic growth and free expression. 
 
Thank you for your attention and I wish you fruitful deliberations. 
 


